
     

INCE Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 5th July 2021
at 

Ince Village Hall

Councillors Present Andy Eardley – Chair, Kevin Hickson, Chris Jackson, Tim Lloyd
Also Present Councillor Graham Heatley, Rob Charnley – Head of Planning CWAC

Clerk – Pam Bellis
Members of the public

21.125 Apologies for Absence

Paul Longshaw, Councillor Margaret Parker

21.126 Declarations of Interest

None declared

21.127 Public Speaking Time

CJ brought an item from resident John Willis who said that the damaged 30mph sign 
opposite the church has still not been repaired and also there is a tree growing out of the 
wall on Pool Lane which is causing a problem for the tractors. Need to identify where the 
tree is and whose responsibility it is for maintenance.  PB advised that the 30mph sign 
was reported some months ago.  Councillor Heatley asked PB to provide him with the 
reference number and he will follow this up.

Action: Identify whose responsibility it is to remove the tree from the wall. 

PB to forward reference details for road sign to Councillor Heatley

21.128 Requests for Items to be raised under Any Other Business

No items raised

21.129 Minutes of the meeting held on 7th June 2021

Minutes agreed and signed 

21.130 Matters arising from the Minutes NOT agenda items

No items were raised

21.131 Wood Allotments
TL advised he had no updated information but would contact Claire from Mersey Forest 
re: change in government regulations restricting burning wood and report to the next 
meeting. 
Action: TL to contact Claire and report to the next meeting

21.132 Reports from Members including matters arising
Hynet - CJ reported that further to the on-line presentation meeting with Hynet she had 
contacted them to ascertain the exact route for the pipeline as the map appeared to show
it going through the centre of Ince village.  They advised that the route will be alongside 
the M56
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(1) CF Fertilisers – no report

(2) Encirc  - no report

(3) Essar
AE and CJ had attended the liaison meeting noting that it had been 2 years since the last
meeting. AE reported that they had discussed levels of petrol and diesel production and 
the production of hydrogen. Essar advised they had received a ROSPA Gold Award for 
safety. Essar discussed the Air Quality and TLM monitoring report of September 2016 
when sulphur dioxide levels where identified as too high and advised that the levels have
been reducing.  Martin Doyle will provide a copy of the Air Quality report. They are 
currently investigating a blast zone. In 2020 they had received

 10 complaints about Flaring and noise
 17 complaints about air quality
 1 complaint about odour

An Essar representative advised AE via Whatsapp if there is any unplanned event and 
this information is then circulated to residents via Facebook.
Essar advised the meeting of their charitable work including £15k given to foodbanks 
plus support with PPE, support to schools and councils, sponsoring marathons and 
charities.
John Ferrari is now the contact for property issues who has replaced Chris Lee
It is not possible to allow residents of Ince to use Oil Sites Road on a permanent basis

(4) Ince Reservoir – no report

(5) Police Liaison – no report

(6) Protos
AE had attended the Protos Community Benefit Fund meeting on 23rd June 2021. AE 
reported the following grants being awarded

    Passion for Learning were awarded funding for their work to provide Enrichment 
Classes for underprivileged children in schools across Cheshire including Elton 
school

    Helsby Community Sports received £4,000 for shelters for their all weather 
pitches

    Friends of Harmers Wood received £1,650 for new signage
    Helsby Tennis Club received £3,700 for outdoor furniture
    Helsby High Young Enterprise received  £4,000 towards their Earn to Learn 

programme
    Ince Village Hall received £XX for installation of telegraph poles, Wi-Fi and CCTV

(7) Thornton Science Park – no report

(8) Website and Facebook – no report

21.133 Clerk’s Report

 Correspondence PB advised the following correspondence had been received 
by email and circulated

◦ Information about the Queen's Platinum Jubilee Weekend 2022

◦ Information about Beacons for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee

◦ Cheshire Wildlife Trust “Go Wild for Wild Flowers”
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◦ CWAC – Local Plan Early Conversation

 Review of Standing Orders – all councillors agreed the current Standing Orders.

 Review of Policies PB advised that she was seeking advice via CHALC as to 
which policies should be in place and the required renewal timetable.  The 
following policies were reviewed and agreed at the meeting

◦ Code of Conduct for Members

◦ Risk Management Strategy

◦ Risk Assessment

◦ Financial Regulations

 Action: PB to update the policy documents with revision date

21.134 Neighbourhood Plan

 CJ advised that the two surveys for the Green spaces and Views had been 
personally delivered to all residents and responses  were beginning to be 
returned, with 20 views (60%) and 15 Green spaces (55%) returned to date.

 James Dixon CWAC Conservtion Officer is currently reviewing the extension of 
the Ince Conservation Area.

 The Views and the Greenspaces documents are nearing completion and the final 
documents will reflect the results of the residents surveys

21.135 Transfer of land from Sanctuary Housing

On site meeting 16th June 2021 – AE and CJ had visited the site.  AE advised there will 
be a lot of clearance work required. The land was created as mitigation for the adjacent 
small housing development and AE had contacted Sarah Dobbins for advice about what 
would be required.  An Ecologist's survey will be required and a Working Method 
Statement for any work required. A request for the survey will be put into CWAC Planning
department at the end of August, but we need to know if there will be a cost.  Once the 
survey is complete identifying what is allowed to be done, the plan for the land will be 
discussed. It was agreed that the fencing should be replaced with bow top railings.   
Action:Councillor Heatley will investigate whether Section 106 money could be 
made available for the project 

21.136 Planning Applications
No applications received and no decisions taken by Cheshire West & Chester 
Council since the last Parish Council meeting. Decisions awaited:

Travellers site on A5117 - Rob Charnely, Head of Planning, attended the meeting to 
update on the situation with the Travellers site on the A5117.  Rob advised that a 
Breach of Conditions notice has been served because there are too many caravans on
the site.  An Enforcement Notice was issued last week requiring all the earthworks to 
be reinstated to their original condition and hard standings to be removed.  They have 
28 days to appeal.  If they lodge an appeal it will be a lengthy process, if they do not 
appeal they are required to complete the work straight away.  Site licensing have 
refused the renewal of the current site licence.  

Councillors noted that there has been a lot of anti-social behaviour being noted / 
reported, however, the Police say that they have not received  many reports.  There 
has also been a lot of problems with fly-tipping.
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Geological Society Rob advised that CWAC Planning have received notice from the 
Geological Society that they wish to scale down their application for exploration bore 
holes on the Marshes.

Hynet Pipeline – notice has been received from the Planning Inspectorate, Secretary 
of State for Scoping Consultation on the proposals

Private request – PB had received an email from a prospective buyer of a Grade II 
listed property in Ince, asking advice on local restrictions on the property.  Rob advised
informing the prospective buyer to contact CWAC Planning if they have any queries 
about the building prior to potential purchase Action: PB will email a response

21.137 Environment, Highways and Rights of Way

 Number of HGVs driving through the village – Encirc have asked residents to 
report unauthorised HGVs to them 

 Rural bus service  - CJ reported that Justin Madders had contacted her re: a 
questionnaire about a rural bus service being sent to Parish Councils to circulate 
to residents but it has not yet been received.  Action: Councillor Heatley will 
look into this

 Flooding on Station Road – TL  reported extensive flooding of his garden and 
footpaths from  the flooding in Station Road. This has been previously report. 
Action: TL to email photos to Councillor Heatley who will investigate this

Councillor Heatley and Rob Charnley left the meeting

 Speeding Survey follow up – PB had received an email from CHALC advising 
that CHALC are in consultation with John Dwyer, the new Police and Crime 
Commissioner to address the concerns of local councils in addressing speeding

 Speeding check on Marsh Lane – CJ and Elton's Councillor Margaret Locheart 
had carried out a speed check on Marsh Lane.  In order for a speed check to be 
carried out on Station Road, residents would need to park their vehicles off road 
during the check. It was suggested to ask CWAC to replace the current electronic 
speed sign with an electronic speed recording sign.  Action: CJ will contact 
Stuart Bateman and ask if the sign can be replaced

 Bridge Railings on Station Road – Peel Holdings are the owner. Action: AE 
and TL will raise at the next Protos meeting and request that they are 
refurbished

 Cycle path on Goldfinch Meadow – CJ reported that the trees and shrubs need 
pruning back along all the cycle paths as they are currently unsafe for riders and 
walkers Action: AE and TL will report to the next Protos meeting

21.138 Play Area and Parish Field

 AE has messaged the new resident asking for the hedges and shrubbery to be 
pruned back along the entrance to the Parish field to allow access and also to the
pavement area.

 Boards around the play area will need replacing before the new bark is laid

 PB advised that the annual inspection check has been booked, expected to take 
place in August

21.139 Village Hall
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Nothing to report

21.140 Update on 

 Village Lamp
◦ AE to organise electrician to connect the lamp
◦ PB to design and print invitations for circulation. 
◦ PB to invite councillors Heatley and Parker.  
◦ AE to invite representative from Protos. 
◦ PL to invite a representative from Scottish Power

All actions completed. The unveiling of the refurbished lamp took place on 26th June and 
was very well attended by the residents who gave very positive comments about the 
lamp

 Telephone Box / Defibrillator –

 AE will organise an electrician to disconnect the electric supply to the 
telephone kiosk - the electrician is still investigating the source feeding the 
telephone box. Action: AE will ask Gary Pollitt if he can provide the 
information

21.141 May Bank Holiday 2022

This will now be a national bank holiday from 2nd - 5th June 2022 to celebrate the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee.

It was agreed to pick up the list of previously planned activities and to put out the 
information to the residents in the next newsletter requesting volunteers to help organise 
the event.  

 Permission will be required from CWAC to organise the events

 Insurance company will need to be advised and additional insurance obtained if 
required

21.142 Finance

 Audit paperwork - PB to upload and submit the audit paperwork - done
 Summary accounts to date – agreed and signed
 Invoices Due

706 Brendan Drummond 186.00

707 Cheshire Community Action £20.00

708 Countrywide Grounds Maintenance 211.87

 Income Received – no income received

21.143 Agreed Items to be raised under Any Other Business 

No items raised

21.144 Items for the next agenda
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No items raised

21.145 Date and time of the next Parish Council Meeting

7pm on Monday 6th September  2021
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