
The second survey of the Neighbourhood Plan was conducted in 
September to gauge opinion from residents, businesses and landowners 
on the proposed vision and objectives. 
 
The questionnaires have been analysed and these are the results.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Survey Analysis, December 2020

Neighbourhood Plan 
Help shape the future of our community



Ince Neighbourhood Plan second survey results
The second survey was carried out door-to-door by the Neighbourhood Plan 
volunteer group, speaking to all residents on an individual basis. This was thought to 
be a more productive way of achieving a response. The questionnaires were either 
collected by the volunteers or posted back to their houses, and we had a 60% 
response rate which was excellent. 

Unlike the first survey, which was for residents only, the second survey was also 
conducted with businesses and landowners within the parish. 

Residents who responded
We asked the following questions to find out whether people who responded are a 
representative sample of our community, and because people in different age groups 
have different opinions and needs. 
 
              How old are you?                             How many years have you lived in Ince?

 65+ (49%)
 46-64 (39%)
 31-45 (8%)
 11-20 (4%) 
 21-30 (0%)

 30+ (40%)
 1-10 (22%)
 11-20 (20%)
 21-30 (12%)
 <1 (6%)



Resident responses on the vision and objectives 
Responses were collected and analysed, and comments have been collated. 

Vision 
The traditional character of our small, rural parish will be retained and enhanced. 
Future development will reflect our community’s needs and aspirations, and enhance 
the quality of life whilst respecting and preserving local landscape, historic features 
and natural assets. Ince will be an excellent place to live, visit and enjoy walking, 
cycling and horse riding. The environment will enhance the health and wellbeing of 
our village which will be a tranquil setting with a strong sense of community.

 100% agreed 
 0% disagreed 
o 0% left it blank

Comments
Generally, it was mentioned that the rural aspect of the village was particularly 
important, and that industry should not be allowed to spoil the views or the overall 
feel of the village. Maintaining the village for visitors as well as for residents was 
important. It was hoped that the village hall would eventually be a centre for 
all villagers to use. Feeling safe during the coronavirus lockdown made people 
appreciate the village as a community.

Objective 1
To enhance and protect the Conservation Area and heritage assets for the enjoyment 
of our community and visitors whilst maintaining the character and distinctiveness of 
our historic environment.

 100% agreed 
 0% disagreed 
o 0% left it blank

Comments 
Comments made pointed to an understanding of the importance of Ince as a 
historical site and that nothing should be allowed to spoil this. It was felt that 
the Conservation Area should be extended to include more of the parish. The 
heritage assets are seen to be important and it was felt that these should be listed 
somewhere for all the villagers to know about. The inner sandstone wall was unique 
and something to be maintained. There were concerns raised over the absence of the 
lamp in The Square.



Objective 2
To enhance and protect green and open spaces to ensure that they remain to the 
benefit of our community for future acceptable use. 

 100% agreed 
 0% disagreed 
o 0% left it blank

Comments 
Green spaces were especially important and should be protected. These should be 
used for special occasions and for everyday enjoyment by the villagers. Land north 
of the village was mentioned as being the last of the open green spaces between 
the village and industrial development sites on the marshes, and should therefore 
be retained as a definition line between the two. The marshes (Goldfinch Meadows) 
were mentioned as a lovely area, but one which needed regular maintenance. 
Attention was drawn to the amount of dog fouling in the village which needed 
attention. One comment asked the question: “Who decides what is acceptable use 
of green spaces?”. 
 
Objective 3
To identify, enhance and protect the biodiversity and various habitats whilst 
improving the connectivity of green infrastructure.

 98% agreed 
 0% disagreed 
o 2% left it blank

Comments
The importance of protecting the wildlife on the marshes was mentioned, but at 
the same time it was also mentioned that the maintenance of the marshes needed 
improving. The question was asked as to who was responsible for the maintenance 
of the marshes and the habitats, and what were residents/farmers doing to ensure 
that these areas were protected. Access to all areas of the village was mentioned 
as important, and it was suggested that a footpath was made from the village to the 
roundabout.



Objective 4
To enhance and protect our historic landscape including hedgerows, trees, woodland, 
agricultural land and views.

 100% agreed 
 0% disagreed 
o 0% left it blank

Comments 
It was recognised that conservation of trees, hedges and indigenous plants was very 
important. However, it was also mentioned that hedges around the village needed 
better maintenance as they were becoming untidy and, in some cases, so overgrown 
that it was making walking along pavements difficult. It was also mentioned that 
many of the trees on the old Ince Hall site were showing signs of dieback, and a tree 
planting scheme was suggested.

Objective 5
To support renewable and low carbon energy generation developments that are led 
by or meet the needs of our community, particularly if they conserve or enhance 
biodiversity.

 96% agreed 
 2% disagreed 
o 2% left it blank

Comments
It was suggested that the village should be benefiting from the industry around us. 
For example, power from the wind farm and energy from Protos. At the same time it 
was mentioned that air pollution was linked to industry and that it was important to 
deal with this. The bus service was mentioned as important to residents, as well as 
being a factor to help reduce carbon emissions as it would mean fewer cars being 
used.

Objection 
It was questioned as to “what developments” this objective referred to, and who 
would bear the cost of any developments which were deemed to be for the benefit 
of the community.



Objective 6
To improve access to our countryside through enhancement of footpaths, cycle paths 
and bridleways which support the health and wellbeing of our community, whilst 
also benefiting flora and fauna by enhancing and protecting green corridors between 
habitats. 

 98% agreed 
 2% disagreed 
o 2% left it blank

Comments
Whilst the marshes were seen as a great place to walk, cycle and ride it was also 
mentioned that they were not well maintained and the overgrown paths prevented 
them being used effectively. The marshes have flooded twice this year, mentioned 
as a worrying factor, making them inaccessible to most people. The amount of litter 
and dog fouling has increased since the coronavirus lockdown, and it was suggested 
that there should be bins placed on the marshes and reminders, in general, around 
the village about cleaning when dog walking. It was agreed that there ought to be 
more footpaths, cycle paths and bridleways in the parish, but also that the ones in 
existence should be maintained and easier access provided, particularly footpaths to 
the canal. 
 
Objection
It was thought that enough land has already been taken for footpaths.

Objective 7
To actively support our rural economy which enables and encourages small-scale 
employment opportunities and agricultural development.

 100% agreed 
 0% disagreed 
o 0% left it blank

 
Comments
The only comment made was that the Duke of Wellington pub should organise 
events which are appropriate to the village, and that residents should be notified in 
advance of events.



Objective 8
To improve air quality and reduce noise pollution in order to positively impact on the 
health and wellbeing of our community. 

 98% agreed 
 0% disagreed 
o 2% left it blank

 
Comments
It was felt that both air pollution and noise pollution have increased over the last few 
years and that this needed addressing. One comment was made about poor health 
being closely linked to air pollution in the area. Pollution from traffic within and 
around the village was also mentioned. Lorries are coming through the village at all 
times of the day and the week, and it was suggested that they be restricted to more 
reasonable working hours. Late night and weekend heavy goods traffic was seen to 
be unreasonable.



General comments from residents 
 
We are a strong community and can work together to ensure that what we have and 
value stays intact. 
 
Ince is a beautiful village and needs conserving as such for future generations. 

We do not need any more houses or factories in Ince.

Industry must not be allowed to spoil what we have as a village.

Could decommissioned Essar storage tanks be removed to free up land for the 
village?

It would be good to have a village shop or a mobile shop. 
 
We need to retain our heritage. It would be good to see the village lamp returned.

There is a feeling of being isolated due to lack of public transport.

A bus service is needed, as is a new bus shelter.

Heavy vehicles should only be using Kinsey’s Lane and not coming through the 
village.

Could there be another vehicle access point from the CF Fertilisers road to the 
marshes to avoid the village?

The 20mph sign is being disregarded and it would be useful to have speed bumps 
placed on Marsh Lane.

Heavy vehicles are damaging the pavements and roads.

The quality of the pavements around the village needs attention.

Could residents club together to clean the pavements and verges, making use of 
large machinery in the village?

If everyone was responsible for looking after the outside of their own property, we 
could keep the village tidy.



Whilst retaining our hedges is important, overgrown hedges which create blind spots 
and make the roads dangerous should be maintained.

The marshes need maintaining more often.

More dog bins are needed in the village.

The Parish Field has too much dog fouling yet there are bins onsite. More reminders 
are needed to dog owners. 
 
There are concerns over caravans on the pub car park.



Business and landowner responses on the vision and objectives 
Responses were collected and analysed, and comments have been collated. 
 
CF Fertilisers 
CF strongly disagree with the vision. They agree with objectives 1, 2, 3 and 8. They 
disagree with objectives 4, 5 and 6, and strongly disagree with objective 7. 
 
They are grateful to have been invited to engage with the process and would 
welcome a continued dialogue with the team drafting the Neighbourhood Plan. 
They would appreciate being kept up-to-date with progress and to be given the 
opportunity to engage throughout the process. 
 
Encirc 
Encirc see objectives 5, 7 and 8 as being of interest to them, and agree with these 
objectives. However, they would like to add a further objective: 
 
To actively support the major industrial employers in Ince which make a significant 
contribution to the local and regional economy, and provide large-scale employment 
opportunities.
 
This objective cannot be added without further consultation with residents. 

Essar
Essar cannot provide a written comment at the moment, but support the vision and 
objectives.

Peel/Protos 
Peel are pleased to have been consulted at this second questionnaire stage, and 
look forward to being able to provide support and input into the Ince Neighbourhood 
Plan process over coming months.  
 
Plas Newydd Estate 
Antony Griffith feels he cannot respond as he owns such little land in the village and 
feels he is in no position to have much impact.
 
Thornton Science Park 
No response received yet.



Request for information about green spaces
As part of the process to identify and protect green spaces within the parish, we 
need to gather evidence of their historical usage by residents past and present. 
If you have memories, photos, dates or any other information regarding events or 
activities that took place on the old Cricket Field (adjacent Station Road), Wood 
Farm Field or the Parish Field, please get in touch by Friday 18th December. 
 
Thank you
Thank you to everyone who responded to the second survey, we really appreciate 
you taking the time to help by giving us your comments and opinions. 
 
Full results of both surveys can be viewed at InceParishCouncil.uk Reference copies 
are available to view on request from the Parish Council. 

If you would like to be involved in the Neighbourhood Plan volunteer group, or 
have any information you think would be useful, please give Chris Jackson a call on 
07827468248 or email np@ince.uk 
 
Thank you again for your support.

Ince Neighbourhood Plan Team


